INTERNATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN'S DAY

." MZE International Centre”
" 1 FOR MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN

X

BEHIND EVERY MISSING £HILD IS A CALL
TO PROTECT, REFOF * ./ *EMEMBER.

International Missing Children’s Day is a powerful ° ing child is a family, a community, and a future
Interrupted.

Today, far too little 1s known about the scale and na ]l Too few questions are asked about where children
go missing, why, or the realities of exploitation, trafﬁcmm b vmany face. The silence around this issue is part of the
problem—and it’s time to break It. --

At ICMEC, we are determined to challenge glohal inartion. This timeline is nart of that effort.

Created for the global observance of InternyivciIlisax “halrins Dt Vo 25), this resource pays tribute to the children
whose disappearances spurred 10'icy oS r2703pea yrtTNS, o0 we Ve et "1 early warning signs to hard-
earned victories, the cases preser.ed ha2refiea teyrufenrice.inda's ien 2tha di v?2 . e fight for accountability and care.

Each child’'s name is intentionally hinhlinhted—nnt as a foninnte in 3 renart, vt a< g life that mattered. Their stories echo through
the laws we pass, the systems we hen 1€ | T ... ..lese are not just isolated events—
they represent the collective resp¢ = yo. = n L[ SR o (R

This year, we invite you to explore i a1 e dre ndrefle  .w.....n lillbe done. Let their stories move
you. Let them mobilize you. .

Please join us. Share the timeline.” d fal = supp  th iss

Together, we can ensure that no missing cnitd is ever rorgotten.

0’.

Click on the International Missing Children’s Day Logo

to interact with it




AMBER

e What happened

Nine-year-old Amber Hagerman disappeared while riding her bike in
Arlington, Texas. Her case quickly drew media attention and public
outcry due to the lack of immediate response tools for missing
children.

e Why it matters

Amber’s case directly led to the creation of the AMBER Alert system
— a coordinated rapid notification system used across the United
States and now in many countries worldwide. I* =

of law enforcement and the public to react
disappearances.

* Impact

Sparked the creation of international aler

Urleans. Her disappearance capture
revealed bureaucratic delays and in
collaboration.

e Why it matters

Contributed to international discuss

E later helped shape child abduction
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These a ImpaCt
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the catc |mPaCI
groundw Increased transparency and oversight |

Click on the Forget-Me-Nots

learn more about the cases that have shaped ‘CAMBODIA
our global response to missing children.
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MILESTONES

This stage marks moments when individual cases led to significant policy
shifts, public engagement, or international action. These cases often
triggered new laws, better response systems (like AMBER Alerts), or
exposed flaws in institutions meant to protect children. They represent the
times when tragedy sparked large-scale reform.

o

INGA

e What happened

Inga, a five-year-old girl, disappeared during a family gathering in
Saxony-Anhalt, Germany. Despite extensive searches, her whereabouts
remain unknown. The case stirred public debate about information-
sharing gaps across EU police agencies.

e Why it matters

This case was one of several in Europe that accelerated calls to enhance
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ANDRES

e What happened

Andrés, a seven-year-old child, dis: : . : .
: . . : cooperation through Europol and improve the European Police Register of
circumstances. His family faced im i .
. N » Missing Children.
national coordination or digital rec
GERMANY | > mpact >
e Why it matters oW Strengthened EU cooperation on missing children. ' '

N
wring (3 N

mcreased pressure on ngerla to adopt stricter protectiv..5 ior schools
and to criminalize mass abductions.

* |[mpact
Amplified global advocacy for child safety.

MELIND

e What happened

Melinda, aged 11, went missing in Kampot Provinct
reflected broader regional gaps in child protection

e Why it matters

Spurred the Cambodian government to cooperate v
organizations to strengthen national missing child|
INTERPOL child alert networks.

* |[mpact

Advanced international cooperation in Cambodia.

Led Italy to implement the first European law explicitly criming. @
cyberbullying, and influenced EU discussions on online child safety.

* |[mpact

Inspired laws addressing online child protection.

‘ * Impact

Improved protections for migrant and undocumented children.
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YUYUN

e What happened

A 14-year-old student from Bengkulu Province went missing and
was later found after a national outcry over school safety. Her
disappearance sparked national debates.

e Why it matters

Yuyun's case led to the passing of stricter national laws on child protection
and increased investment in school-based child safety programs in

TODAY'S REALITY

Despite growing awareness and international frameworks, many countries still face gaps
in child protection systems, data sharing, and cross-border cooperation. While technology
has improved recovery chances, risks such as online exploitation and trafficking remain
high. Coordinated efforts, education, and policy reform are essential to protect every child,
everywhere.
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" T‘g % “%, ; M Zahra, aged 7, went missing from a marketplace in Karachi. Her case ! edies—they
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,_'g gg? @* went viral, prompting a strong public response. | .
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Linh, aged 9, disappeared"
both local communities an.

e Why it matters

Prompted the Vietnamese governmen
campaigns and reinforce school safet

* |[mpact

Strengthened community and school-

_ . _ ories and the impact
Her story led to renewed investment in Pakistan’s helpline 1098 and
provincial databases of missing children. 0ns, and deeper
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* Impact gng every child is
Expanded national access to child recovery tools. i those who went
- 281 a world where no
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PAKISTAﬂ

Modernize.

"o MOROCCO

<.

e Why it matters

Her case led to an overhaul in Thailand's rural response protocols and
raised awareness about emergency procedures in remote communities.

Click on the Forget-Me-Nots e Imnact
learn more about the cases that have shaped THA".AND |mpmvedgral emergency child feapi T R -
our global response to missing children. &




	LOGO: 
	FENETRE 1: 
	CLOSE 1: 
	Case Clic 1: 
	Case Clic 2: 
	Case clic 3: 
	Case Clic 4: 
	Case clic 5: 
	Case clic 6: 
	Case clic 7: 
	 Case Clic 8: 
	Case clic 9: 
	Case clic 10: 
	Case clic 11: 
	Case clic 12: 
	Milestone 1: 
	Milestone 2: 
	Case popup 4: 
	Case close 4: 
	Case popup 3 : 
	Case Close 3: 
	Case popup 11: 
	Case Close 11: 
	Case popup 7: 
	Case close 7: 
	Case popup 10: 
	Case popup 12: 
	Case Close 10: 
	Case Close 12: 
	Case popup 9: 
	Case Close 9: 
	Milestone popup 1: 
	Ferme 1: 
	Case Close 8: 
	Case popup 8: 
	Milestone popup 2: 
	Case Close 5: 
	Case popup 5: 
	Case Close 6: 
	Case popup 6: 
	Milestone Close 2: 
	Case popup 2: 
	Case close 2: 
	Case Popup 1: 
	Case close 1: 
	Milestone Clic 4: 
	Case Clic 13: 
	Case Clic 16: 
	Case clic 14: 
	Case Clic 17: 
	Case Clic 19: 
	Case Clic 15: 
	Case Clic 18: 
	Case Clic 20: 
	Milestone Clic 3: 
	Milestone Close 4: 
	Milestone popup 4: 
	Case popup 14: 
	Case Close 14: 
	Case Popup 13: 
	Case Close 13: 
	Case popup 19: 
	Case Close 19: 
	Case popup 20: 
	Case Close 20: 
	Case Close 18: 
	Case popup 18 : 
	Case Close 17: 
	Case Popup 17: 
	Case Close 15: 
	Case popup 15: 
	Case Close 16: 
	Case popup 16: 
	Milestone Close 3: 
	Milestone popup 3: 


