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WAS H and pol i t i cs

Policy-making will not be successful unless critical

gaps in surveillance are addressed & monitoring
indicators are improved
Policies to ensure accessible WASH for good health &

learning in schools should be improved
Gap between policy ambitions & reality in schools



The  approach of  WS P

WSP: Identification and elimination of all possible risks

Focus on the safety of all different stages of the system:
Managing risks from catchment to consumer
Extensive monitoring, documentation, reporting & information
WSP can be developed for small- & large-scale drinking
water systems
The principles of WSP can be transferred to other systems

such as rainwater, wastewater, surface waters or sanitation
systems



10 .Monitor ing & adj ust ing
t he WSSP act iv i t ies

Monitoring the

WASH systems,
assessing risks &

hazards

Managing a WSSP Documenting,

reporting &
Adjusting &

improving the WSSP
activities

is a continuous

process
communicaton of

results

Frequent evaluation

of the on-going
activities & results



What we  did -10 years

First step: Adaptation of the WSP approach for small-

scale water systems to schools

The WHO publications on WSP are excellent, but

focus mainly on organised water supply utilities
the WSP team should have adequate experiences &
expertise

In many villages or small
communities

Low knowledge on water &

sanitation issues
Low personnel & financial capacity

Low or no awareness on benefits of
communication & transparency
towards the citizens



What we  did

Compendium Part D Plastic Tool

How to stop the flood of plastic

With the hands-on tool for 

environmental and health protection 

for schools, youth work and more.

In order to sensitise young people to 

the topic of plastic, the environment 

and health and to develop solutions to 

the plastic crisis.



W h a t  w e  d i d

R e c c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r A c t i o n  

Menstrual Poverty and Products

Combating menstrual poverty and promoting menstrual health in the Balkans is particularly

important, as unequal access to modern gynaecology, contraceptives and clean water exacerbates

the challenges faced by menstruating women. In contrast to Central European countries, Balkan 

countries such as Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Albania, Kosovo and Serbia struggle

with limited access to quality health facilities and modern reproductive health services. Rural areas in 

the Balkans often have difficult access to clean water and health facilities are burdened by

conservative views on sexual and reproductive health. These factors contribute to inequalities in 

gynaecology and highlight the urgent need for comprehensive education, awareness-raising

campaigns and policy change to effectively address reproductive poverty in the Balkans.



W h a t  w e  d i d

R e c c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r A c t i o n  

Menstrual Poverty and Products

Provide facilities and access for menstrual care and menstrual 

products
Equip facilities with clean and private restrooms, running H2O 
Access to water, sanitation and waste services
Ensure the availability of menstrual products in rural and remote areas

through partnerships with local NGOs

Provide menstrual care facilities in public places, schools and 
install facilities for urgent menstrual care on the go and for
homeless menstrual individuals

Best practice in N Macedonia where JHR supported 2 schools by
providing free access to menstrual products



Conc lus ion

Addressing menstrual health/hygiene management (MHM) requires a 
comprehensive, multi-faceted  approach that ensures accessiblities, 
affordability and accpetance of menstrual products and care



Gender  Just ice  in  the WAS H 
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Safe Acc ess to water  and 
san itary  fac i l i t ies  WASH

The aim of the recommendations for action outlined is to improve 

the accessibility, inclusivity and safety of public WASH facilities 

worldwide. By promoting infrastructure improvements, awareness-

raising programmes, community engagement initiatives, 

improvements in maintenance and cleanliness, enhanced security 

measures and better lighting and visibility, we aim to create an 

environment that meets the diverse needs of all people and ensures 

that no one is left behind in accessing essential WASH services.



Safe Acc ess to water  and 
san itary  fac i l i t ies  WASH

Infrastructure Enhancements – it is important to construct an 

infrastructure in a manner that reduces the risk of natural diseases. 

In the Balkans this includes fires, floods and earthquakes.

Gender specific infrastructural accessibility features- women must be

guaranteed privacy and security in WASH Facilities

Accessible features for people with disabilities

Awareness programmes – educational, media campaigns, training of

facility managers

Community engagement – involves communities in decision making

processes.
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DISCUSSION:
NEXT STEPS
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